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GIRONA WANTS 
T O  BE G RONA 
GIRONA CAN BE COMPARED TO MANY OTHER CITIES BUT NOW, 
HAVING OVERCOME THE WEAKNESSES, THE LETHARGY AND THE 
DEAFNESS OF THE PAST, THE CITY WANTS TO SHINE AS A MODEL 
IN ITS OWN RIGHT. THE NEW GIRONA, LOOKING TO THE FUTURE, 
WANTS SIMPLY TO BE A LANDMARK AMONG THE EUROPEAN 
CITIES WITH STYLE: IT WANTS TO BE GIRONA. 
JOAQUlh!  N A D A 1  M A Y O R  O F  G I R O N A  
ver the years, a number of 
comparisons have been made 
between Girona and other 
European cities of similar size or cha- 
racteristics. Toledo, Berne, Bruges, 
York, Venice, Sienna, Florence and so 
many others have al1 passed before the 
sharp eyes of poets, novelists and politi- 
cians. The bridges, rivers, mist, cobbled 
streets and great mansions have given 
rise to references to other cities in an at- 
tempt to enhance Girona's image. 
Certainly, people have often thought 
only of the physical similarities, and have 
had no difficulty in finding elements of an 
urban landscape or the city atmosphere 
which could be compared to the cities 
mentioned above. At other times, know- 
ing and accepting the physical dif- 
ferences, people have tried to insist on 
the need for Girona to become a centre 
for the promotion of the arts, of culture 
and of an active university life, which 
would compare and compete with one or 
other of the reference models. Our policy 
has been to use a combination of the two 
approaches and we have looked in our in- 
comparably beautiful physical surround- 
ings for the fertile ground in which to car- 
ry out initiatives capable of rousing the 
spirit and life of the citizens. We have 
thought of Sienna or Bologna for the har- 
monious rehabilitation of the old part of 
the city, of Avignon for its theatre festi- 
val, of Florence for the intensity of the 
cultural life round the bridges over the 
Arno, of Bruges for the laborious intima- 
cy of the European project, of Oxford 
and Cambridge -rather hopefully- for 
their university experience.. . In each case 
we have looked for the common denomi- 
nator of a long history of solid values 
rooted in the past, of a European voca- 
tion built on shared experiences. 
The fact is, however, going beyond the 
conjunctural usefulness of Florencifying 
Girona, understanding the utilitarian 
framework of comparisons, perhaps the 
moment has come to leave aside the 
grandiose models and build our own 
model based on the specific originality of 
Girona. Girona can be compared to 
many other cities, but now, having over- 
come the weaknesses, the lethargy and 
the deafness of the past, the city wants to 
shine as a model in its own right. The new 
Girona, looking to the future, wants 
simply to be a landmark among the 
European cities with style: it wants to be 
GIRONA. 
